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CLAIMS : 

I- AVmethod of diagnosing Candida infection, 

comprising t\e steps of: 
5 a) . obtaining a biological sample from a subject at risk 

of, or suspect^^^^^be suffering from, Candida infection, 
and 

b) . measurir/g \he llevels of antibody to Candida 
cytoplasmic an|ig^srt''Vr^se^ in the biological sample. 

10 2. A metViod Wcoiding to c laim 1, wherein step b) is 

by a technique select^ from the group consisting of 
enzyme-linked imintlTToafesay (ELISA or EIA) , biligand binding 
(sandwich technique), Vluorometric assay, chemiluminescent 
assay, radialimmunodif f Msion and radioimmunoassay (RIA) 

1^ 3. A method according to cl aim 1 , wherein step b) is 

by ELISA or chemiluminescent assay. 

^- A method accor^^g to any one of claims 1 to 3^, 

which utilises antigens ^pressed by Candida. 

5- A method according to claim 4., wherein the 
20 antigen is the cytoplasmic antigen. 

6- A method according to c laim 4 or claim 5, wherein 
the antigen is immobilised on an inert surface, embedded 

in a gel, or conjugated to a molecule which imparts 
colour, fluorescency or radioactivity to the antigen. 

25 7. A meth^l^^^c^ to any one of claims 1 to 6, 

wherein the biological sample is selected fronTThe group 
consisting of bonJ marrow, plasma, spinal fluid, lymph 
fluid, the external sections of the skin from respiratory, 
intestinal, and genitourinary tracts, tears, saliva, milk, 

30 blood; both whold blood and sera, blood cells, tumours and 
organs . 

8. A metb^ according to claifft-V, wherein the 

biological sampl^is sera . 

9- A method for assessing the prognosis of Candida 

35 infection, comprising the steps of measuring the levels of 
antibody to Candida cytoplasmic antigen in a biological 
sample . 
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10. A method of detecting the presence or absence of 
a Candida antibody comprising the steps of: 

a) . exposing a biological sample, which may include a 
Candida antibody, to an isolated cytoplasmic Candida 
antigen; and 

b) . detecting the reaction between antibody and antigen. 

11. A method according to claim 10, 'further 
comprising the step of detecting the reaction between 
further antibody { ies ) and other Candida antigens. 

12. A method according to clajjn 11, wherein the 
further antibody ( ies ) are to the cell wall antigen or 
purified immunodominant antigen (enolase) . 

13. '^ A mdthod of diagnosing Candida infection, 
comprising the steps of: 

a) , obtainiig a biological sample from a subject at risk 
of, or suspect\ed to be suffering from, Candida infection, 
and 

b) . measuring the levels of antibody present in the 
biological samA>le to Candida cytoplasmic antigen in 
combination witlh measuring the levels of antibody to 
either cell walll antigen or immunodominant antigen 



(enolase) or ho\ 
lA.^ A kii 



iwhen \5ised for detecting the presence or 
\dida i&ntibody in a biological sample. 



e\ collection device; 
s\a±c Candj/da antigen; and 
letecti/i^g reaction between the antibody 



absence of a 
comprising : 

a) . a biolo^idlaf sampl 

b) - a cytop 

c) . means f 
and antigen iVtlip^^^>acm 

15. A kit according to cl^aim 14, further comprising 

buffering agents and ionic salts. 

16^ A method\ o'f preparing a cytoplasmic antigen 

comprising the ste^ of removing lipoproteins by chloroform 
extraction , 
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